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The swordsman on 
the left attacks with a 
plunging cut . 2 His 
opponent counter- 
attacks’ with a shifting 
cut . 4 


Plate 2 


The swordsman on 
the left menaces his 
opponent with the 
thrust of wrath . 5 The 
swordsman on the 
right counters the 
thrust with a cut from 
above. 


Plate 3 




The swordsman on the 
left throws a long thrust 
of wrath. His opponent 
counters by making a 
crosswise thrust.' 1 


Plate 4 


The swordsman on the 
left makes an open or 
exposed cut from above 
(von tach or from the 
roof). 7 His opponent 
counters the attack with 
a slash to the throat. 


Plate 5 


Downward thrusts to 
the lower openings or 
targets . 8 


Plate 6 


The swordsman on 
the left captures his 
opponent’s sword. 




‘A placement, or to 
get there first.’ The 
swordsman on the 
right counters his 
opponent’s cut by 
placing his blade on 
target before the on- 
coming blow arrives. 


Plate 8 


This is the strong 
way to fight going 
left to right. 9 



Plate 11 


From a bind or crossing 
of the swords, the 
swordsman on the left 
shoves his opponent 
away by grasping him 
behind the elbow (see 
plate 32). : 10 


Plate 10 


The swordsman on the 
left makes an open or 
exposed thrust. The 
swordsman on the right 
springs his sword at his 
opponent, throwing it 
suddenly outward while 
maintaining hold of the 

C mcl with his left 



The swordsman on the 
right closes in upon his 
opponent with an open 
or exposed thrust and 
kicks him in the belly. 


Plate 12 


Two thrusts from above. 


Plate 13 




The two lower openings 
or targets (sec note 8). 


Plate 14 


The swordsman on the 
right counters his 
opponent’s attack by 
dashing his opponent’s 
sword away from rig Ut 
to left, releasing nis 
own right hand from 
his sword. From here, 
he will step in to 
grapple his adversary. 


Plate 15 



The swordsman on 
the right stands in 
the iron gate guard . 11 
His opponent attacks 
above the iron gate 
guard. 


Plate 16 


The swordsman on the 
right cuts from above 
with the false or back 
edge. His opponent 
counters by making a 
slashing cut to nis 
opponent’s arms. 
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Plate 17 





le swordsman on the 
t makes a crosswise 
•ust (see note 6). His 
ponent cuts from 
)ve. 


Plate 18 


ic nimble crooked 
t. 12 Counter-attack 
turning the point 
linst it. 


Plate 19 



The swordsman on the 
right completes the 
crooked cut. 


Plate 20 


The swordsman on the 
left attacks toward his 
opponent’s lower opening. 
The swordsman on the 
right counters by slicing 
into the attack from above. 


Plate 21 





War Work 13 


Plate 22 


The swordsman on 
the left is in a weak 
crosswise guard. His 
opponent stands in a 
strong right hanging 
guard . 14 


Plate 23 








The swordsman on the 
left steps forward at 
the half-sword and 
traps his opponent's 
blade. 15 


Plate 26 


The swordsman on the 
left stands with his 
point free to thrust. 
His opponent counters 
by cutting over the 
point to the left. 


Plate 27 



The swordsman on the 
left steps quickly into a 
half-sword thrust to 
counter his opponent’s 
cut from above. 


Plate 28 


Against a bind rush in, 
grapple and throw 
your opponent. 


Plate 29 






From a bind, the swords- 
man on the left shoves 
his opponent away by 
grasping him behind the 
elbow (see plate 11). 


Plate 32 


The murder-stroke. 17 


Plate 33 




A wrestling throw- 
following a murder- 
stroke. 


Plate 35 


Plate 34 


The swordsman on the 
left steps quickly forward 
into a half-sword thrust 
to counter his opponent’s 
cut from above. 




The swordsman on 
the left steps quickly 
forward into a half- 
sword thrust from the 
squinting guard. 18 


Plate 36 


Plate 37 


A throw, following the 
thunderclap stroke (see 
note 17). The swords- 
man on the far right 
has hooked his oppo- 
nent’s blade with the 
cross of his own hilt, 
and means to wrench 
the sword away from 
him. 




The swordsman on the 
left thrusts at his 
opponent’s face with the 
pommel of his sword, 
having wrenched his 
opponent’s blade away 
from him. 


Plate 39 


Plate 38 


The brentschirn , or the 
bind with the shortened 
sword . 19 



An action countering 
the bind with the 
shortened sword. (It 
appears that the 
swordsman on the left 
is about to cut his 
opponent’s blade away 
from him.) 


Plate 40 


The swordsman on the 
right leans in with his 
left elbow from the 
brentschiiren, or bind 
with the shortened 
sword, to counter his 
opponent’s reversed- 
sword attack. 


Plate 41 

















The swordsman on the 
right thrusts with his 
pommel to catch his 
opponent’s blade with 
his hilt and wrench it 
away from him. 


Plate 52 


The swordsman on 
the left sets aside his 
opponent’s murder- 
stroke and wrenches 
his pommel into his 
opponent’s throat. 23 





Ip-'-. ' 






Plate 53 




The swordsman on 
the left makes an 
entanglement from 
the brentschiren or the 
bind with the short- 
ened sword, resulting 
in a thrust to his 
opponent’s chest. 


Plate 54 


Having had his sword 
seized, the swordsman 
on the right throws 
both his sword and 
opponent away from 
himself and means to 
finish him off by 
grappling him. 


Plate 55 



The combatant on the 
right avoids his oppo- 
nent’s murder-stroke 
by turning away. 


Plate 56 


Having avoided the 
murder-stroke, the 
combatant on the right 
counters by grappling 
and throwing his 
opponent. 


Plate 57 




After making the murder- 
stroke, the swordsman on 
the right avoids his oppo- 
nent’s thrust and hooks 
him behind the neck with 
the cross of his sword to 
wrench him to the ground. 


Plate 59 


Plate 58 


Having seized his oppo- 
nent’s blade, the swords- 
man on the left slides his 
own blade along it 
(bracing himself with his 
right foot on the small of 
his opponent’s back). 



From the brentschiirn 
or the bind with the 
shortened sword, the 
swordsman on the 
right locks his oppo- 
nent’s blade and 
prepares to throw him. 


Plate 60 


The high and low- 
reversed half-sword 
stances for making and 
warding stabs and cuts. 


Plate 61 



Plate 62 


The swordsman on the 
left intends to strike. 
The swordsman on the 
right prepares to charge 
in upon nis opponent. 


Plate 63 


Another sword capture. 





The swordsman on the 
right sets aside his 
opponent’s thrust and 
wrenches his sword 
hilt into his opponent’s 
arm. 


Plate 66 


The swordsman on the 
right steps forward at 
the half-sword toward 


thrusts him in the face 
with the pommel of his 
sword. 


Plate 67 


II. ARMOURED COMBAT IN THE LISTS WITH SPEAR AND SWORDS PLATES 68-73 



An armoured com- 
batant enters the lists. 
His attendant displays 
his banner and equip- 
ment. 


Plate 68 



Both combatants sit in 
the lists awaiting the 
commencement of the 
trial by combat. Each 
has his attendant 
beside him and his 
coffin before him. 25 


Plate 69 




As the trial begins, the 
combatant on the right 
prepares to throw his 
spear. The combatant 
on the left stands on 
guard to receive his 
opponent’s attack. 


Plate 70 


The combatant on the 
left throws his spear. 
The combatant on the 
right sets it aside, 
using his sword and 
spear together. 


Plate 71 
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The combatant on the 
right charges in with a 
murder-stroke. The 
combatant on the left 
prepares to set aside 
the blow. 


Plate 72 


The murder-stroke 
lands on the defender’s 
sword. The combatant 
on the left will now 
thrust to his oppo- 
nent’s face. 


Plate 73 











Attack and counter- 
attack . 26 


Plate 76 


From left to right: A 
desperate stabbing 
attack. - The proper 
stance to receive such 
an attack. - This 
swordsman is ready 
to fight. - This is an 
advantageous stance 
for a disarmed man. 


Plate 77 






The combatant on the 
right disengages from 
the hind and thrusts 
to his opponent’s belly 
with the butt of his 
pole-axe, rendering 
him defenceless. 


Plate 80 


The combatant on the 
left prepares to strike 
from above. The com- 
batant on the right trails 
his pole-axe behind 


aside the oncoming blow 
and expose his opponent 
to a counter-attack. 


Plate 81 




The combatant on the 
right sets aside his 
opponent’s strike from 
above and completes 
his counter-attack by 
thrusting the top spike 
of his pole-axe into his 
enemy’s flank. 


Plate 82 


The combatant on the 
left strikes with the 
false (back) edge. The 
combatant on the right 
sets aside the blow and 
wrenches his opponent 
behind the knee. 


Plate 83 



quickly disengages, rever- 
ses his weapon and traps 
his opponent about tne 
neck with the shaft. 


Plate 84 


From the wrench, the 
combatant on the right 
steps forward and seizes 
his opponent about the 
neck and throws him 
over his hip. 


Plate 85 



From a bind, the two 
combatants fall to the 
ground and wrestle. 
The combatant on top 
has his opponent in the 
‘knave hold’, with his 
right arm around his 
enemy’s throat and his 
right knee pressing into 
his enemy’s belly. 


Plate 86 



The combatant on the 
right strikes from 
above. The combatant 
on the left binds the 
pole-axes, discards his 
own weapon and closes 
with his opponent to 
grapple and tnrow him. 


Plate 87 




The combatant on the 
left strikes from above. 
The combatant on the 
right counters by set- 
ting aside the blow 
with the shaft of his 
weapon. 


Plate 88 


The combatant on the 
right steps forward and 
completes his counter- 
attack with a blow from 
above. 


Plate 89 




The combatant on the 
left strikes at his oppo- 
nent’s feet. The com- 
batant on the right sets 
aside the blow with the 
shaft of his weapon and 
prepares to counter- 
attack. 


Plate 91 


Plate 90 


After setting aside the 
blow aimed at his feet, 
the combatant on the 
right strikes his oppo- 
nent on the neck and 
hooks him with the 
spike of his pole-axe to 
wrench him to the 
ground. 




The combatant on 
the right thrusts at 
his opponent. The 
combatant on the left 
sets aside the thrust 
and hooks his enemy 
behind the neck to 
wrench him to the 
ground. 


Plate 92 


The combatant on the 
left counter-attacks by 
grappling for his oppo- 
nent’s weapon. 


Plate 93 


The combatant on the 
left finishes his counter- 
attack by grasping his 
opponent about the 
neck and throwing him 
over his thigh. 



Plate 94 


From a bind, the com- 
batant on the right 
traps his opponent 
behind the elbow and 
shoves him away. 



Plate 95 



The combatant on the 
left turns completely 
around to counter the 
attack described above. 


Plate 96 


The beginning of a 
new fight. The com- 
batants are poised to 
threaten with both 
blows and thrusts. 


Plate 97 



Plate 99 


Plate 98 


A bind-behind . 28 


The combatant on the 
left sets aside his oppo- 
nent’s thrust and is 
going to wrench him 
behind the knee. 



The combatant on the 
left is in a stance to 
defend against blows 
from above. The com- 
batant on the right will 
strike from above with 
all his might. 


Plate 100 


The combatant on the 
left sets aside his oppo- 
nent’s stroke and thrusts 
into his belly. 


Plate 101 



The combatant on the 
left tries to avoid his 
opponent’s thrust. The 
combatant on the right 
thrusts at his opponent 
and strikes his pole-axe 
at his neck, hooking 
him to pull him onto 
his back. 


Plate 102 


The combatant on top 
finishes off his oppo- 
nent by stabbing him 
in the throat with his 
dagger. 



Plate 103 







The combatant on the 
left is completely un- 
protected. The com- 
batant on the right has 
interlocked his oppo- 
nent’s shield with his 
own and strikes at his 
head with his mace. 


Plate 106 


The combatant on the 
left is going to hammer 
his opponent with his 
shield. The combatant 
on the right prepares 
to step from behind his 
shield to strike his 


Plate 107 





The combatant on the 
right binds his oppo- 
nent’s shield to create 
an opening. The com- 
batant on the left is 
exposed to attack and 
fears a thrust with the 
shield-spike. 


Plate 108 


The combatant on the 
right finishes his oppo- 
nent off with a thrust 
to the belly with his 
shield spike. 


Plate 109 



The combatant on the 
left kicks his oppo- 
nent’s shield, pivoting 
it to create an opening 
for attack. The com- 
batant on the right 
prepares to throw his 
mace in defence. 


Plate 110 



The combatant on the 
left thrusts from above 
with his shield. The 
combatant on the right 
is going to bind his 
opponent’s shield to 
find an opening near 
his enemy’s heart. 




The attack described 
previously is completed. 


Plate 112 


Both combatants charge 
around each other to 
seek an opening. The 
combatant on the right 
has the advantage. 


Plate 113 




The combatant on the 
left strikes his oppo- 
nent’s shield from one 
of his hands and looks 
for an opening into 
which to thrust. The 
combatant on the right 
defends himself by 
trapping and setting 
aside his opponent’s 
shield with his arm. 


Plate 1 14 


Having been set aside, 
the combatant on the 
left returns his shield 
for another thrust. ‘I 
am unprotected, which 
earns me a wicked 
thrust.’ 


Plate 115 




The attack described 
previously is completed. 


Plate 116 


The combatants bind 
their shields again. 


Plate 117 




From the bind, the 
combatant on the left 
disengages his shield, 
pivots and thrusts his 
opponent in the thigh 
with his shield-spike. 


Plate 118 


The combatant on the 
left awaits his oppo- 
nent in a strong guard. 
The combatant on the 
right chops into his 
adversary’s shield with 
his own to pull it 
behind himself. 


Plate 119 
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The combatant on the 
left pulls his opponent’s 
shield behind himself, 
as described above. 


Plate 120 


After pulling his oppo- 
nent’s shield away, the 
combatant on the left 
thrusts in behind it, 
completing the attack. 


Plate 121 





The combatant on the 
right pivots his shield, 
locking it with that of his 
opponent, and strikes at 
his adversary’s head with 
his mace. The combatant 
on the left throws his 
right arm out, grasping 
’ ' oonent’s right 


Plate 123 


di in, an J should now' 
drop his shield, step 
forward, strike his adver- 
sary about the throat 
with his left arm, and 
throw him over his hip. 


Plate 122 


The attack described 
above is completed. 





The combatant on the 
right strikes his shield 
between his opponent 
and his opponent’s 
shield and tnen re- 
leases it to throw his 
adversary. The com- 
batant on the left is 
completely defenceless 
and gets thrown. 


Plate 124 


The combatant on top 
completes the throw 
and dispatches his 
opponent with a blow 
of his mace. 


Plate 125 







The combatant on the 
left is going to pivot his 
shield and cut at his 
opponent. However, the 
combatant on the right 
interposes his sword 
between the shields and 
stands just as strongly. 


Plate 129 


The combatant on the 
right stands with his 
body exposed. The com- 
batant on the left thrusts 
crosswise (with his hand 
inverted) along the 
shields. 


Plate 130 




Plate 132 


The same action as 
before viewed from the 
other side. 


The combatant on 
the right has turned 
his shield completely 
around, leaving him- 
self exposed. The 
combatant on the left 
hides behind his 
shield, then quickly 
pivots it and strides 
forward with a thrust 
below his opponent’s 
arm. 


Plate 131 




The combatant on the 
right tries to thrust 
behind his opponent’s 
shield. The combatant 
on the left draws his 
shield back, avoiding 
the attack, and coun- 
ters with a thrust from 
below. 


The combatant on the 
left charges in, kicks 
his opponent’s shield 
open and succeeds in 
thrusting him through. 


Plate 134 


Plate 133 



The combatant on the 
left sets aside his 
opponent’s shield to 
prevent him from cut- 
ting and thrusting. 
Note how the shield of 
the combatant on the 
right is turned. 


I'he combatant on the 
right tries to thrust 
between the shields. 
The combatant on the 
left drops his shield 
and cuts from above at 
his exposed opponent. 


Plate 136 


Plate 135 




This, however, is how 
the fight ends: the 
combatant on the right 
drops his shield and 
grasps his opponent by 
the elbow, turns him 
around, and thrusts 
him through the neck. 


Plate 137 


1'he combatant on the 
right stands in a strong 
guard. The combatant 
on the left moves in to 
hammer his opponent 
with both sword and 
shield to create an 
opening for attack. 


Plate 138 




The combatant on the 
right lures his opponent 
into a failed attack and 
then counters with a 
thrust to the neck. ‘He 
really fooled me with 
that one!’ 


Plate 139 


From a bind, the 
combatant on the right 
disengages, grasping 
his sword and shield 
together to thrust from 
above. The combatant 
on the left sees the 
thrust coming and pre- 
vents his adversary 
from bringing his 
shield around. 


Plate 140 



The combatant on the 
left cuts closely between 
the two shield’s, striking 
his opponent on the 
head. l I tried to cut cross- 
wise and am undone !’ 33 


Plate 141 


The combatant on the 
left steps forward with a 
crosswise cut. Mark that 
the combatant on the 
right thrusts quickly 
through his opponent's 
thigh before the cut can 
land. 


Plate 142 





Using his shield to 
conceal himself, the 
combatant on the right 
shifts his sword into his 
left hand and thrusts 
over his opponent’s 
shield. The combatant 
on the left is totally 
exposed. 


Plate 143 


The combatant on 
the right successfully 
makes a crosswise cut 
at his exposed oppo- 
nent and chops off 
his hand. 


Plate 144 



The combatant on the 
left is in the same 
stance as the fellow 
above who lost his 
hand. The combatant 
on the right is going to 
attack over his shield if 
he finds his opponent 
exposed. 


Plate 145 


Both combatants stand 
unprotected. The com- 
batant on the right can 
throw his shield at his 
opponent to force him 
away. 


Plate 146 




Plate 147 


The combatant on the 
right throws his shield at 
his opponent and shoves 
him away, forcing him to 
crouch, so he may hew 
him upon his head and 
back. 



The combatant on the 
left tries to bind and 
wrench his opponent 
with his sword and 
shield together. The 
combatant on the right 
counters by moving 
back, shrugging off the 
attack, dropping his 
shield, and stepping 
forth to hew his oppo- 
nent upon the back of 
the neck. 


Plate 148 



The combatant on the 
left angles his shield in 
from above. The com- 
batant on the right 
should be able to see 
the inside of his oppo- 
nent’s shield and ought 
to thrust crosswise. 


Plate 149 


The combatant on the 
right hammers at his 
opponent with his 
shield in order to dis- 
arm him. The com- 
batant on the left 
remains standing and is 
able to counter by 
thrusting through his 
opponent from below. 


Plate 150 




The combatant on the 
left binds his shield 
between his opponent 
and his opponent’s 


behind his adversary’s 
foot to wrench him . 35 
The combatant on the 
right realizes too late 
what is happening and 
must suffer the con- 
sequences. 


Plate 153 


From a bind, one may 
wrench either high or 
low on either side. 


Plate 154 





Going high is as good as 
going low. However, from 
the high bind of the 
combatant on the right, 
his opponent may grasp 
the point of the shield and 
wrench it away from him. 


Plate 155 


Prom the action described 
above, if the combatant 
doesn’t let go of his shield, 
it must lead to wrestling. 


Plate 156 



Mark the correct way to 
attack. The combatant 
on the right hammers in 
with his shield to expose 
his opponent. The com- 
batant on the left stands 
firmly and lets go of his 
shield with his right 
hand and grasps his 
opponent by the elbow 
and shoves him away 
from himself, turning 
him around. 


Plate 157 



The combatant on the 
left thrusts his oppo- 
nent away by the elbow, 
as described above. 
However, the combatant 
on the right turns all the 
way around and thrusts 
his shield-spike into his 
adversary, completing 
the attack and counter. 


Plate 158 



The combatant on the 
left charges in and steps 
behind his opponent, 
engaging him in a high 
guard. He must beware 
of being thrown. The 
combatant on the right 
receives the charge and 
must throw his adver- 
sary or disarm him. 


Plate 159 


The combatant previ- 
ously on the right, now- 
on the left, counters 
his opponent with a 
throw, as described 
above. He finishes him 
off with a thrust to the 
throat with his shield- 
spike. 


Plate 160 



Both combatants stand 
in their guards, ready to 
strike with the inverted 
bind . 36 


Plate 161 


The combatant on the 
left offers the weak part 
of his shield to the 
strong part of his oppo- 
nent’s shield . 37 Mark 
his struggle closely. 
Each combatant wants 
to free himself from the 
bind, so that he may 
attack his opponent 
behind his shield and 
disarm him. 


Plate 162 



l'he combatant on the 
left gets the strong of 
his shield upon the 
weak of his opponent’s 
shield and may thrust 
at him or wrench him. 
The combatant on the 
right has lost his strong 
(his ability to create 
leverage) and will be 
pulled down. 


Plate 163 


The combatant on the 
left finishes off his 
opponent by thrusting 
him in the groin with 
his shield-spike. 


Plate 164 


VIII. THROATED HOOKING SHIELD: 38 PLATES 165-9 



The combatant on the 
left deliberately exposes 
himself to attack and 
thrusts below the weak 
part of his opponent’s 
shield to hook his 
adversary’s foot and 
wrench it. This gambit 
is dangerous, however, 
because the combatant 
on the right can still 
attack from above. 


Plate 165 



Here are two aggressive 
guards. From these 
stances one may charge 
in to disarm and over- 
come one’s opponent 
and do a great deal of 
handsome work with 
the shield. The com- 
batant on the right 
awaits the outcome. 


Plate 166 




The combatant on the 
left has deflected his 
opponent’s blow and 
thrusts up into his 
shield to strike at his 
neck. The combatant 
on the right tries to 
bind the shields. Go to 
the next page to see the 
completed attack. 


Plate 167 


The combatant on the 


spins his shield to hook 


his opponent behind 
the neck and drati him 


the neck and drag him 
to the ground, com- 
pleting the attack 
described above. 


Plate 168 









The fighter on the far 
left makes the upper 
shield with his dagger 
to block his opponent’s 
stab from above . 40 The 
fighter on the far right 
stabs from below and 
his opponent makes 
the lower shield to 
block the stab. 


Plate 171 


As the fighter second 
from the left stabs 



from above, his oppo- 
nent counters bv 
throwing out his left 
arm to catch the stab 
and then strikes or 
slashes with his own 
dagger. The fighter on 
the far right stabs from 
above. His opponent 
surprises him and 
counters by catching 
the stab with the leit 
arm, twisting it around 
his own dagger arm, 
and then throwing his 
attacker away from 
himself. 


Plate 172 



The fighter on the far 
left counters his oppo- 
nent’s stab from above 



by catching the stab 
with his left arm, 
seizing him with his 
dagger between the 
legs and drawing him 
upward to throw him 
away from himself. The 
fighter second from the 
right counters his oppo- 
nent’s stab from above 
by setting it aside with 
his right arm and 
wringing his own dag- 
ger around his attack- 
er’s arm to trap him 
and throw him away 
from himself. 


Plate 173 



The fighter on the far 
left was entangled by 
his opponent, but 
countered by stepping 
out and reversing the 
hold. The fighter on 
the far right stabs from 
above. His opponent 
entangles him with the 
scissors-hold . 41 


Plate 174 




To counter his oppo- 
nent’s stab from above, 
the fighter on the far 
left catches the stab 
with his right arm, 
twists it down, traps 
his opponent’s right 
arm with his left arm, 
pivots and throws his 





As soon as his oppo- 
nent stabs from above, 
the fighter second from 
the left moves his right 
arm against the stab, 
grasps his opponent’s 
right arm with his left 
hand upon the elbow 
and presses him away. 
However, as shown with 
the pair on the right, his 
opponent can pivot, get 
a grip beneath his leg, 
and throw r him over 
onto his back. 


Plate 176 



The fighter on the far 
left sets aside his 
opponent’s stab from 
aoove with his right 



arm and counter- 
thrusts into his attack- 
er’s belly. The fighter 
second from the right 
has nut his adversary 
in tne scissors-hold, 
and should now attack 
either the arm or the 
throat. 


Plate 177 



The fighter on the far 
left counters the stab 
from above bv trapping 
the stab with his left 
arm and grasping with 
his right hand under 
his opponent’s right 
arm to throw him 
backwards. The fighter 
second from the right 
traps his opponent’s 
stao from above with 
his right arm, pivots, 
throws his left arm 
around his opponent’s 
neck and throws him 
over his hip. 


Plate 178 



The fighter on the fa 
left counters the stal 
from above by catchinj 
and trapping it with hi: 
right arm and grasping 
his opponent’s daggei 
arm at the elbow with 
his left hand and press- 
ing down on the elbow 
In the pair on the righi 
we see the counter- 
move: the attacker turns 
completely around and 
throws the defender 
over his hip. 


Plate 179 


The fighter on the far 
left counters a thrust 
from below bv striking 
his opponent’s thrusting 
arm with his right fist 
and thrusting into his 
adversary’s belly. The 
pair on the right are at 
an impasse. 


Plate 180 


The fighter on the far 
left counters the stab 
from below by striking 
it away with his right 
hand and grappling nis 
left arm around his 
opponent’s neck and 
stepping forward to 
throw him. The fighter 
second from the right 
counters the stab from 
below by trapping it 
with both hands. He 
should pivot and break 
his adversary’s arm 
over his left shoulder. 


Plate 181 


The fighter on the far 
left breaks his adver- 
sary’s arm over his left 
shoulder, as described 
above. The fighter on 
the far right makes a 
shield against stabs 
from above and below 
by gripping his dagger 
with both hands. 
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Plate 182 



The fighter on the far 
left makes a shield with 
his dagger to ward his 
opponent’s cut from 
above. His opponent 
counters by twisting his 
dagger around between 
his adversary’s arms. 
He now has leverage to 
throw or disarm his 
adversary, as we can see 
in the pair on the right. 


Plate 183 


The fighter on the far 
left traps his opponent 
with the scissors-hold. 
The fighter second 
from the right has his 
opponent in a scissors- 
hold around the neck. 
The fighter on the far 
right will counter by 
throwing his adversary. 


Plate 184 


The fighter on the far 
left blocks his oppo- 
nent’s stab from above 
with a dagger shield. 
However, nis oppo- 
nent’s attack was a 
feint, and he changes 
the attack to a stab 
below the shield. The 
fighter on the far right 
also makes a high 
dagger shield against 
his opponent’s stab 
from above. His advers- 
ary counters by grap- 
pling both his arms and 
throwing him. 


Plate 185 


The fighter on the far 
left counters his oppo- 
nent’s thrust from 
above by setting aside 
the thrust with his right 
arm. On the right we 
see the counter com- 
pleted as he grapples 
nis opponent’s dagger 
arm down and gets nis 
own dagger behind his 
opponent’s knee to 
throw him. 


Plate 186 



The fighter on the far 
left catches his oppo- 
nent’s stab with a 
scissors-hold. The fight- 
er second from the right 
stands on guard. His 
opponent on the far 
right hides his dagger 
behind his back to 
confuse his adversary, 
and may attack with 
cither hand. 


\ 


Plate 187 


The fighter on the far 
left counters his 
opponent’s stab from 
above by setting aside 
the blow with his left 
arm and grappling his 
adversary below the 
thigh with his right arm 
to throw him. 1 he pair 
on the right perform 
the same manoeuvre. 
The Master (Tilhoffer) 
has himself overseen 
this work. 




Plate 188 





The pair on the left are 
in a clinch, each with 
one arm on top and 
one arm below. The 
wrestler second from 
the right has slipped 
his head through his 
opponent’s arms and 
lifts him. 


Plate 191 



The fighter second 
from the left throws 


his right arm over his 
opponent’s right elbow 
and grasps under his 
right knee and throws 



him over. The fighter 
second from the right 
is in a bad position and 
his opponent is going 
to throw him over his 
thigh. 


Plate 192 






Again, the clinch with 
each wrestler having 
one arm on top and 
one arm below. The 
wrestler second from 
the right quickly slips 
from beneath his 
opponent’s arm, grasps 
him by the head, and 
swings him away from 
himself. 



Plate 195 


In this hold, the 
wrestler on the far left 
means to pass through 
below his opponent’s 
arm. On the right, the 
wrestler has passed 
through and throws his 
adversary over his back. 


Plate 196 




The wrestler on the far 



left counters his adver- 
sary’s attempt to pass 
through by gripping 
him about tbe neck and 
choking him. The 
wrestler second from 
the right counters the 
pass through by quickly 
ivoting and grappling 


Plate 197 


The wrestler second 
from the left hooks his 
opponent’s leg to throw 
him. On the right, the 
hook is countered with 
a blow with the arm. 


neck and between the 
legs. 


The wrestler on the far 
left is caught in a hold 
from behind. He coun- 
ters by gripping his 
opponent’s leg and 
drawing it through 
the fork of his own legs 
to throw' him. The 
wrestler on the far 
right counters the hold 
from behind by step- 
ping backward with his 
loot between his adver- 
sary’s legs to grasp his 
opponent’s thigh and 
throw him. 


Plate 199 


The pair on the left are 
in a noist from behind. 
To counter it, grasp 
your opponent by the 
hair and pull him over 
your shoulder. The pair 
on the right are in a 
lock. If you mean to be 
free from it, break your 
opponent’s fingers or 
crouch and throw him 
over the back. 


Plate 200 



On the left, when your 
opponent gets you in a 
hold to hoist you with 
both of his arms under 
yours, grasp his face 
with both hands and 
shove him away until 
he releases you. The 
wrestler second from 
the right allows himself 
to be gripped around 
the neck and then 
throws his opponent. 


Plate 201 


On the left, the wrestler 
throws his opponent 
by hooking his leg with 
his own. On the right, 
the throw is completed. 


Plate 202 



The wrestler on the far 
left has his opponent 
in a lock and throws 
him over his hip. The 
wrestler second from 
the right is in the same 
lock and counters by 
gripping his opponent 
below the thigh to 
throw him. 


Plate 203 


The wrestler on the far 
left steps behind his 
opponent to throw 
him. On the right, the 
wrestlers are in a 
clinch and the wrestler 
second from the right 
is going to sweep his 
opponent’s foot from 
beneath him. 


Plate 204 




The wrestler second 
from the left hoists his 
opponent up to spin 
him around. This is 
called ‘dizzy-wrestling’. 
The wrestler second 
from the right grasps 
his opponent by the 
throat with both hands 
to shake him. 


Plate 205 


On the left we see that it 
is difficult to hoist an 
opponent when he is 
horizontal. On the right 
is an arm lock, as with 
the dagger. 


Plate 206 




This plate shows 
‘knave wrestling’ (see 
plate 86). The wrestler 
on the right counters 
by trapping his oppo- 
nent with his knee in 
his groin. 


Plate 207 


The wrestler on the far 
left traps his oppo- 
nent’s arm to throw 
him. The wrestler 
second from the right 
counters by getting on 
the other side or his 
opponent and throwing 
him backward over his 
thigh. 


Plate 208 




The wrestler on the far 
left tried to pass through, 
but his opponent coun- 
ters bv grasping him 
around the waist and 
pressing him down. The 
wrestler on the far right 
counters a throat hold by 
putting his opponent in 
an arm lock. 


Plate 209 


The wrestler on the far 
left kicks his opponent in 
the thigh. The wrestler 
on the far right grapples 
his opponent over the 
shoulder and between 
the legs to hoist and 
throw him. 


Plate 210 



The wrestler second 
from the left seizes his 
opponent by the collar 
and trips him with his 
right foot. On the right, 
the throw is completed. 


Plate 211 


The wrestler second 
from the left hoists his 
opponent’s arm to trap it 
between his opponent’s 
legs. On the right, the 
attack is completed. 


Plate 212 


The wrestler on the far 
left traps his oppo- 
nent’s arm. On the 
right, he completes the 
attack by grappling his 
opponent around the 
throat to throw him 
backward over his hip. 



Plate 213 



The wrestler on the far 
left counters a hold from 
behind by stepping 
backward between his 
adversary’s legs and 
throwing him over his 
hip. The wrestler second 
from the right holds both 
his adversary’s arms 
behind his back. 



Plate 214 


y grasping 
opponent on the elbow, 
stepping toward him, 
and throwing him over 
his thigh. The wrestler 
second from the right 
steps behind his adver- 
sary, placing his left 
arm upon his throat, 
and throwing him back- 
ward over his thigh. 


< 


Plate 215 


The pair on the left are 
in a leg hook. On the 
right, to counter the 
leg hook, grasp your 
opponent over the 
shoulder and throw 
him over your hip. 


Plate 216 




This plate illustrates 
two ways to counter 
the leg hook or the 
throw over the hip. 


Plate 217 


The wrestler on the left 
completes his counter 
against the leg hook. 
The wrestler on the 
right pivots to counter 
the leg hook and throws 
his opponent backward 
over the hip. 


Plate 218 



The wrestler on the far 
left breaks free of a 
throat grip. On the 
right he locks his oppo- 
nent’s arm behind him 
and throws him over 
his thigh. 


Plate 219 


The wrestler on the 
far left grapples his 
opponent ana throws 
him over his hip. The 
wrestlers on the right 
come to grips at the 
same time, but the 
wrestler on the far 
right reaches over his 
opponent’s right arm 
with his elbow and 
traps him behind his 
thigh to throw him. 


Plate 220 



The throw mentioned 
above is completed. To 
counter the leg hook, trap 
vour opponent in the 
hollow of the knee with 
your knee (this technique 
is not illustrated). 


Plate 221 


XI. MESSER: 43 PLATE S 223-30 



Here they fight with 
messcrs. God help 
them! The swordsman 
on the left cuts from 
above. The swordsman 
on the right is going to 
set aside his oppo- 
nent’s stroke by cut- 
ting strongly upward 
into it from below. 


Plate 223 



The swordsman on the 
left completes his cut. 
The swordsman on the 
right sets aside the cut 
and steps in to grapple 
his opponent. 


Plate 224 



The swordsman on the 
right envelops and 
locks his opponent’s 
sword arm and cuts 
him across the head, 
completing the attack 
and counter-attack. 


Plate 225 


The swordsman on the 
left cuts from above. 
The swordsman on the 
right sets the cut aside 
with a turned-around 
hand and will step 
forward and wrench 
his blade around to the 
other side . 44 


Plate 226 


The swordsman on the 
right has stepped for- 
ward and wrenched his 
blade around his oppo- 
nent’s blade and pushes 
his adversary away by 
the elbow. 


Plate 227 





n 

u u 



The swordsman on the 
left charges in with a 
cut of wrath aimed at 
his opponent’s head. 45 
The swordsman on the 
right sets the blow 
aside by cutting into it 
strongly from below, 
and in doing so, hews 
off his adversary’s hand. 


Plate 228 


The swordsman on the 
right steps in and 
strikes his opponent to 
death. 





Plate 229 




The swordsman on the 
right cuts from above. 
The swordsman on the 
left sets aside the cut 
and grapples his oppo- 
nents sword arm, 
thrusting him in the 
guts with his messer. 


Plate 230 


XII. SWORD AND BUCKLER: 46 PLATES 231-39 


The swordsmen are in 
two open stances with 
the sword and buckler. 



Plate 231 



The swordsman on the 
right cuts from above. 
The swordsman on the 
left sets aside the cut 
with the sword and 
buckler together. His 
next move should be to 
grapple his opponent. 


Plate 232 


The swordsman on the 
left cuts from above, so 
the swordsman on the 
right sets the cut aside 
and grapples and locks 
his sword arm with his 
buckler arm and cuts 
his opponent across 
the head. 


Plate 233 


The swordsman on the 
left sets aside his oppo- 
nent’s cut from above, 
shoves him away, and is 
going to wrench his 
blade around for a 
counter-attack. 


Plate 234 


The swordsman on the 
left shoves his opponent 
away with his buckler on 
his elbow and finishes 
the counter-attack bv 
thrusting across himself 
into his adversary’s back. 


Plate 235 


The swordsman on the 
left makes another cut 
from above. The swords- 
man on the right sets 
aside the cut with both 
sword and buckler, and 
rushes into his opponent. 


Plate 236 


The swordsman on the 
right has rushed in and 
grappled and locked his 
opponent’s sword arm, 
and thrust into him. 


Plate 237 


The swordsman on the 
right thrusts at his 
opponent. The swords- 
man on the left stands 
ready to receive a 
thrust. 47 


Plate 238 


As the swordsman on 
the right thrusts, the 
swordsman on the left 
cuts him in the fore- 
arm. The cut from 
above is also good 
against the thrust. 


Plate 239 



XIII. ONE AGAINST TWO: PLATES 240-1 



The swordsman in the 
centre is in the proper 
stance to fight two 
opponents at the same 
time. Both attackers 
cut from above. The 
combatant on the left 
cuts first and the 
swordsman in the 
centre sets aside his 
blow with a turned- 
around hand and will 
pivot to cut the 
attacker behind him. 
The swordsman in the 
centre keeps his dagger 
and buckler in his left 
hand to protect his 
back. 


Plate 240 



The swordsman in the 
centre pivots and cuts 
his adversary on the 
right across the head. 
He must pivot again 
and hew down the 
remaining attacker. 


Plate 241 


XIV. FIGHT BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN: 48 PLATES 242-50 




These are the opening 
positions for the judi- 
cial duel between a 
man and a woman. 
The man must stand in 
a pit up to his waist, 
armed with a wooden 
mace. The woman 
stands above him on 
the ground with a four- 
or five-pound stone 
tied in her veil. 


Plate 242 



The woman swings 
her stone at the man. 
He lets the veil wrap 
around his arm to pull 
her down to himself. 


Plate 243 




The man pulls the 
woman toward the pit 
and throws himself on 
top of her to strangle 
her. 


Plate 244 


The woman breaks 
free of the man’s hold 
and gets her arm 
around his neck to 
strangle him. 


Plate 245 


The woman has grasped 
the man’s head from 
behind to pull him out 
of the pit onto his back 
and strangle him. 


Plate 246 


The man pulls the 
woman to him and 
throws her into the pit. 


Plate 247 



The woman moves in 
to strike the man with 
her stone. But she 
steps in too close and 
the man grasps her by 
the leg to throw her to 
the ground. 


Plate 248 



The woman winds her 
veil around the man’s 
throat to strangle him, 
but the man strikes her 
in the chest with his 
mace. 


Plate 249 



The woman has the 
man locked in a hold 
by the neck and the 
groin and pulls him 
out of the pit. 



Plate 250 


XV. SWORD FIGHT ON HORSEBACK: 49 PLATES 251-60 


The horseman on the 
right charges in to make 
a cut of wrath (see note 



45). The horseman on 
the left will counter his 
opponent’s cut with a 
thrust. 


Plate 251 



The horseman on the 
right cuts from above. 
Tne horseman on the 
left sets aside the cut 
with a cut from below 
with a turned-around 
hand. 


Plate 252 


The horseman on the 
right completes the 
sequence described 
above by wrenching 
his sword around to 
cut his opponent on 
the leg. 


Plate 253 




The horseman on the 
right cuts from above. 
Charging in, the swords- 
man on the left catches 
his opponent’s cut and 
twists nis sword into his 
face. 


Plate 254 


The horseman on the 
left sets aside his oppo- 
nent’s cut, traps his 
sword, and wrenches it 
away from him. 


Plate 255 




The horseman on the 
right captures his oppo- 
nent’s sword under his 
arm. 


Plate 256 


The horseman on the 
left captures his oppo- 
nent’s sword from 
behind. 


Plate 257 




The horseman on the 
left cuts from above. 
The horseman on the 
right counters by set- 
ting aside the blow to 
his right and trapping 
his opponent about the 
neck with his sword. 


Plate 258 


The horseman on the 
right cuts from above. 
'Inc horseman on the 
left sets aside the cut 
with a hanging guard 
and will fall upon his 
opponent . 50 


Plate 259 




The horseman on the 
left counters the hold 
described above and 
grapples his opponent 
about the neck. 


Plate 262 


The horseman on the 
right has taken hold of 
the reins of his oppo- 
nent’s horse and charges 
forward to throw both 
horse and man. 


Plate 263 
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The lancer on the 
left charges. The 
crossbowman dis- 
charges his bolt, 
then sets aside his 
opponent’s lance 
with his crossbow 
and prepares to 
grapple his adver- 
sary about the neck. 


Plate 268 


The crossbowman 
prepares to receive 
his opponent’s 
attack. The lancer 
is in the correct 
position to attack 
the crossbowman 
(he uses his lance 
to cover his body 
and circles behind 
the crossbowman 
to attack him from 
the rear). 


Plate 269 





The attack described in 
plate 268 is completed. 
The crossbowman grap- 
ples the lancer about the 
neck and disarms him. 


- This book was written 
by Hans Talhoffer, who 
posed for this portrait. 


Plate 270 




20. False in this case refers to a feint or fake attack designed to provoke a response from the medieval church in Germany, 

opponent that can be exploited. 
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42. More than a third of all the plates illustrating armed combat include some kind of 
grappling, demonstrating how important wrestling is to the German art of fighting. 
Talhoffer borrows his wrestling techniques from Ott, an earlier wrestling master to the 
Habsburg Dukes of Austria. 
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MEDIEVAL COMBAT APPENDIX 


162. Doch so wyl der geben die schweche In die sterckin och sin oder slahen. - Als Ich hon gestochen, So ist es mir gebrochen. - 

arbait daby merckt. - In dem bochen so bend yeglicher den Aver fur den obern Stich wiirff den linken Arm fur und mit dem 

andern gern losz und das er Im kem hinder den Schilt und Fegen umb sin arm und wiirff In von dir. - Dcr hatt sin stich 

machte In wbrlouss. volbracht und des bruchs nit gedacht. 

163. Hie hatt er die schwcchin volbracht In die sterckin und mag 173. Als der ober Inn hat gestochen So hatt dcr Es mit dem lincken arm 
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XII. Messer und kleiner Schild (bouclier) 243 . Hie hatt Sie ain schlag volbracht. - Nun hat er den schlag 

versetzt und gefangen und wyl Sie zu Im ziehcn und notten. 

231 . Das sind die Zwen fryen Stend mit dem buckeller und mit 244 . Da hatt er sie zu Im gezogen und under sich geworffcn und 

dem Messer. w - vl sic wiir S cn 

232 Hie hatt der versetzt mit dem Buckeller und Messer. Des 245 . Da hatt sie sich usz Im gebrochen und understatt Sie In zu wirgen. 
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